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Maximizing Student Academic Proficiency

Awesome Adventures!

An Overnight Outdoor Experience!
The Village Charter School (VCS) was founded on the belief that the socialemotional development of students is the foundation of academic success. Our
outdoor retreats provide this development, help to build character and expose
our students to unique environmental learning opportunities. Thanks to a
contribution by the VCS Fund (which raises money through our Annual Appeal),
we were able to take our 7th and 8th graders on separate overnight trips to the
beautiful Princeton-Blairstown Retreat Center.
Our students did a phenomenal job of adjusting to camp life. After the retreats
students stated: “I really enjoyed the great food and canoeing,” “Cooking by
campfire was a lot of fun,” and “It was neat sleeping in a cabin.” Clearly, all of
the students enjoyed the great food, the interesting hikes, the fun canoeing, the
challenging leadership games, wall climbing and cooking by the campfire. We
are confident that this experience will have a positive impact on the students
during this school year and for many years to come.

A 12-Hour Outdoor Adventure!
To expose the entire 6th grade class to outdoor educational activities and help
them develop close bonds among classmates, VCS created a one-day 12-hour
retreat at the 10-acre home of our own Mr. Chad Morgan on October 23rd.
Mrs. Brindley Dane, our 7th and 8th grade science teacher, and her husband
developed a series of difficult but fun group activities that challenged the
students intellectually and physically. The students were fully engaged for the
entire 12-hour experience that ended with a hamburger, hot dog and s’more
cookout and the release of captivating sky lanterns.

www.villagecharter.org
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A Message from VCS Leadership
Dale Caldwell, Head of School
Our intense focus on the academic and socialemotional well being of our students makes VCS a
very special school. I had the tremendous honor of
joining our 6th, 7th and 8th graders on each of their
class retreats. This social, emotional and educational
experience enabled me to get to know our students
in new ways and see how they handled challenges
and bonded as a class. The VCS family would be
extremely proud of the way our students excelled.
I am convinced that this experience will help them
succeed in school and work well together on class
projects. We are grateful that our Annual Appeal
raised the funds necessary to enable our students
to benefit from this valuable experience.

Keoke Wooten-Johnson, Pricipal
Here at Village Charter School we believe that
all our learners are capable of becoming leaders.
We understand that high expectations along with
a positive and nurturing environment produce
students who are free to grow and take academic
risks. By encouraging academic pursuits, as well as
empathy for each other, our students are learning
and pursing excellence together.
Through various school initiatives such as monthly
leadership incentives, Honor Society, Leadership
Pin Awards and our Honor Roll of Distinction
Ceremony, we promote both academic and
leadership success.

The Board Welcomes VCS’s Amazing Faculty
and Staff
The VCS Board welcomed
all VCS teachers and staff to
our 17th academic year with
a special luncheon. Along
with great food, company,
and conversation, Principal
Wooten-Johnson presented
all faculty members with a
brand new VCS t-shirt that
they all wore on the first
day of school!

Another Joyful Success
We celebrated the beginning of the 2015-2016 school year with another successful
Founders Day. On Friday, September 18th we honored all members of the VCS
community and recognized the past and present success of the school. This free
event had record attendance. More than 130 families, totaling 400 people, came
to the school for great food, fantastic music and good fun. Each family who
signed-in received a raffle ticket giving them a chance to win gift cards for VCS
uniforms or school supplies.
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Junior Achievement Day
We had another phenomenal Junior Achievement of New Jersey Day at
VCS. Junior Achievement organized a visit from our neighbor New Jersey
Manufacturers Insurance Company. President and Chief Executive Officer
Mr. Bernie Flynn and 24 employee volunteers visited 12 of our classrooms!
On November 13th, the amazing volunteers taught the Junior Achievement
program to our students in kindergarten through 5th grade. Participating
students had a lot of fun learning about how economics, entrepreneurship,
financial literacy, citizenship and business affect their lives. We are grateful to
Junior Achievement of New Jersey and New Jersey Manufacturers Insurance
Company for their continued support of our VCS students!

Boys and Girls Club Program
Congratulations to 5th grade teacher Mrs. Ebony Semmon for assuming the
role of Site Director for the VCS Boys and Girls Club (BGC) After-School
Program. Under her leadership our program has become the second largest
BGC Program in Trenton and the largest at a school site. We are excited
to have a member of the VCS family running the program so that it can
seamlessly connect with our day programs.

Tutoring Program
Mrs. Brindley Dane, our 7th and 8th grade science teacher, has taken over
the leadership of the VCS Tutoring program. She is coordinating the Boys
and Girls Club tutoring program for the VCS students participating in the
program. In addition, she is directing the VCS tutoring program for other
students who need tutoring but are not participating in the Boys and Girls
Club program. Under her direction, the program is focused on integrating
the day curriculum with the after-school tutoring efforts. We are using the
same standardized assessments in the day and after-school program to
measure the academic growth of participating students. Our focus is on
ensuring that all of the students participating in after-school tutoring are
better prepared for success in the classroom.

School Pride!
As you drive around the VCS campus you may have noticed the beautiful
new banners hanging from our lamp posts. We believe that it is essential
that our students learn and develop in the nicest environment possible.
These banners have improved the look of our school and created a campus
feel that celebrates the collegial atmosphere of VCS.

www.villagecharter.org
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Alumni Spotlight
Tionna Garner is a VCS alumna who is an exceptional
person and a gifted scholar-athlete. She is a junior
at Monmouth University majoring in Accounting/
Business Administration, and a star on their track
team. Tionna was a member of the VCS Class of
2009 and the Trenton Catholic Academy Class of
2013. Her sister Camira Gordon is currently in the
4th grade at VCS. When asked about Tionna, VCS
Principal, Mrs. Wooten-Johnson, remembers her
as “one of the best and most focused students she
ever had”. Her high school track coach at Trenton
Catholic Academy, Gary Zottoli, stated: “Her work
ethic was unmatched”. Her dedication at VCS and work ethic in high school
has clearly paid off in college. Tionna had a record breaking first year at
Monmouth University. She broke the school’s 600-meter record with a
time of 1:38:06 and qualified for the 500 and 4 x 400 events at the Eastern
College Athletic Conference (ECAC) but could not compete because of
an injury. Her performance led to an invitation to the US Outdoor Junior
National Championships where she finished 13th in the 800 meter race.
Academically, Tionna has excelled. By building upon the strong academic
foundation provided by VCS, Tionna has become a true scholar-athelete.
We are so very proud to have VCS alumni like Tionna.   
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